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Slavery and colonialism profoundly shaped Indonesian society through systems
of domination, exploitation, violence, and social inequality. These historical
experiences continue to influence cultural memory and representations of the
colonial past. This study examines the representation of slavery and colonialism
in Iksaka Banu’s novel Rasina, focusing on how the novel depicts oppression,
dehumanization, exploitation, and colonial power relations. The study
employed a qualitative descriptive approach using qualitative content analysis.
Data were collected through repeated reading and note-taking and consisted of
words, phrases, sentences, dialogues, narratives, and quotations related to
slavery and colonialism. The data were analyzed through data reduction, data
display, verification, and conclusion drawing. The findings reveal that slavery
is represented through the treatment of enslaved people as commodities,
including their sale, forced reproduction, exploitation, physical restraint, and
sexual exploitation. These practices demonstrate the denial of human dignity
and freedom under the colonial system. Colonialism is represented through the
1621 massacre of the Banda population by the VOC, the slave market where
Rasina was sold, violence and intimidation by VOC officials, and the economic
exploitation of indigenous resources. These representations demonstrate that
colonialism operated not only through territorial domination but also through
economic exploitation, violence, and the control of human bodies and social
relations. The study concludes that Rasina functions as a literary representation
of the historical realities and human consequences of slavery and colonialism in
Indonesia. Through its historical narrative, the novel provides a critical
reflection on oppression, inequality, human dignity, and social justice while
contributing to the understanding of colonial memory in Indonesian literature.
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1. Introduction

Slavery and colonialism are two historical phenomena that have profoundly shaped
societies, economies, cultures, and national identities, including in Indonesia. Their impacts
extend beyond the end of colonial rule, continuing to influence perceptions of history,
identity, power relations, and collective memory. Colonial experiences can be renegotiated
through cultural and literary narratives that connect the past with contemporary social
conditions (Burdett & Mancosu, 2024; Maricocchi, 2024). Therefore, examining slavery and
colonialism remains relevant for understanding the historical dynamics that have shaped
Indonesian society.

In Indonesia, centuries of Dutch colonialism left histories of oppression, exploitation, and
inequality. Colonial domination transformed local social, economic, and political structures
through the control of territories, resources, labor, and social institutions (Rochmiatun et al.,
2023). Colonialism thus involved not only political and economic domination but also social
experiences that produced trauma, inequality, and changes in identity. Literature provides an
important medium through which these historical experiences can be represented and
reconsidered.

Historical fiction can reconstruct the past through characters, settings, conflicts, and
human experiences, allowing literature to question dominant historical narratives and present
alternative perspectives (Alvarado, 2023; Boulanger, 2022). Literary narratives can also
contribute to collective memory by shaping how readers understand historical events and the
communities that experienced them (Plantinga, 2021). In this context, Iksaka Banu’s Rasina
offers a significant representation of colonial life and the interconnected experiences of
slavery, violence, and colonial power. Recent research shows that the novel represents
colonial space, slave trade, violence, maritime networks, and the relationship between
colonial power and Batavian society (Ferdiansyah et al., 2025). Other studies have examined
Rasina in relation to colonialism, subalternity, discrimination, and resistance (Bekkaoui, 2023).

Since the establishment of the VOC in 1602, military expansion became an important
strategy for consolidating Dutch colonial power in Indonesia (Aman, 2014:19). This expansion
served not only to control the spice trade but also to establish an economic and political system
based on territorial domination, trade monopolies, armed conquest, and exploitation. Such
domination produced long-term socioeconomic transformations in various regions of
Indonesia (Rochmiatun et al., 2023). Slavery was an important component of this colonial
system. Indigenous people were forced into labor, sold as commodities, and subjected to
physical and psychological violence. In Rasina, slavery is not merely a historical background
but an important element of the colonial social and economic structure. Ferdiansyah et al.
(2025) demonstrate that the representation of slave trading in the novel is connected to
maritime networks, ports, bureaucracy, and colonial mechanisms that reduced human beings
to commodities. The brutality of the Banda conquest also became notorious in Europe (Banu,
2023, p. 581), demonstrating that colonialism involved systematic exploitation as well as
territorial control.

Literature can document and humanize such historical experiences by connecting
historical facts with individual characters, social structures, and conflicts (Ang, 2022;
Alvarado, 2023). Through this perspective, Rasina can be understood not only as historical
fiction but also as a cultural text that represents the relationship between individuals, society,
and colonial power. Its representation of slavery and colonialism can also contribute to the
negotiation of cultural memory, particularly because postcolonial memory involves tensions
between dominant narratives, victims’ memories, and previously marginalized historical
experiences (Maricocchi, 2024). Literature therefore functions as a medium of social criticism,
historical reflection, and reinterpretation of the past (Burdett & Mancosu, 2024).

This study aims to examine the representation of slavery and colonialism in Iksaka Banu’s
Rasina using a qualitative descriptive approach and the sociology of literature. This approach
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enables literary texts to be examined in relation to their intrinsic elements as well as their
connections with authors, society, and the social conditions underlying their production
(Sapiro, 2023). The analysis focuses on representations of the 1621 Banda massacre by the
VOC, the slave market where Rasina was sold, and the working conditions of enslaved people
on spice plantations. These aspects are examined to reveal how the novel represents historical
and social realities and how literary narratives reflect colonial power relations.

The study is significant for several reasons. First, it contributes to understanding how
slavery and colonialism are reconstructed in Indonesian historical fiction, particularly
through the narrative strategies used to represent oppression and marginalized experiences
(Ang, 2022; Bekkaoui, 2023). Although previous studies have examined Rasina in relation to
colonialism, discrimination, hegemony, subalternity, resistance, and hydrocolonialism,
research specifically addressing the representation of slavery through the sociology of
literature remains limited (Ferdiansyah et al., 2025). Second, applying the sociology of
literature connects the novel with its broader social and historical context, allowing Rasina to
be understood as both historical fiction and a cultural representation of colonial power
relations (Sapiro, 2023). Third, the study has educational value because literary
representations of historical violence can encourage greater awareness of justice, humanity,
and human rights while contributing to collective historical memory (Plantinga, 2021; Burdett
& Mancosu, 2024).

Therefore, this study is expected to contribute to Indonesian literary studies by examining
how Rasina represents slavery and colonialism and how these representations reflect broader
historical and social realities. Historical fiction provides a narrative space through which
readers can reconsider the relationships among history, identity, and social experience
(Boulanger, 2022; Hennessey, 2023). By examining these representations, the study also
reinforces the role of literature as a medium for social reflection, historical learning, and
critical awareness of past and continuing forms of oppression (Maricocchi, 2024).

2. Method

The method used in this study is qualitative content analysis. Qualitative research is an
effort to understand phenomena concerning research subjects based on their experiences,
including behavior, perceptions, motivations, actions, and other aspects. A qualitative
approach is employed when researchers seek to gain an in-depth understanding of social
reality based on the context and perspectives contained in the research data. This approach
also enables researchers to systematically describe, interpret, and understand the meanings
emerging from a phenomenon (Yadav, 2022; Zilber & Meyer, 2022). In this study, qualitative
content analysis was used to identify, categorize, and interpret data in the form of words,
phrases, sentences, dialogues, and narratives in Iksaka Banu’s novel Rasina that are related to
representations of slavery and colonialism. Qualitative content analysis enables texts to be
systematically examined by considering the context, meanings, themes, and relationships
among the categories emerging from the data (Byrne, 2022; Krikser & Jahnke, 2022).

The techniques used in this study were reading and note-taking. The reading technique
involved carefully and repeatedly reading lksaka Banu’s Rasina to obtain a comprehensive
understanding of the content and context of the story. Repeated reading was necessary to
enable the researcher to identify data relevant to the research focus more accurately and
consistently. The note-taking technique involved recording data relevant to the study,
particularly quotations indicating forms of slavery, colonial practices, violence, exploitation,
power relations, and their impacts on the lives of characters and society. In text-based
qualitative research, the process of identifying and organizing data is essential to ensure that
interpretations are grounded in relevant textual evidence (L6pez-Deflory et al., 2022; Byrne,
2022).

The analysis of the collected data involved several interactive and continuous steps to
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identify patterns, tendencies, and meanings that could support the development of the
research findings and conclusions. The data were analyzed systematically through data
reduction, data display, verification, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction involved
selecting, focusing, categorizing, and simplifying data relevant to the research focus. The
reduced data were then presented descriptively and organized according to the categories or
themes identified. Data display was intended to facilitate the identification of relationships
among the data and patterns related to the representation of slavery and colonialism in the
novel. A systematic qualitative analysis process is necessary to ensure that the interpretation
is not merely descriptive but also generates meaningful insights supported by research data
(Yadav, 2022; Krikser & Jahnke, 2022).

According to Miles and Huberman (1984, as cited in Sugiyono, 2017, p. 246), the analytical
steps consist of (a) data reduction, (b) data display, (c) verification, and (d) drawing
conclusions from the data analysis. In this study, verification was conducted by reexamining
the consistency between the categorized data, the research focus, and the resulting
interpretations. Conclusions were drawn after all data had been analyzed and verified to
ensure that the findings were clearly related to the research questions. Thus, the analysis
process was conducted cyclically and reflectively, allowing the researcher to return to the
initial data when information required further examination or interpretation was identified.
This procedure is important for maintaining the rigor, transparency, and reliability of the
qualitative research process (Zilber & Meyer, 2022; Braun & Clarke, 2021).

3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Slavery
Slavery is a practice or system in which a person is treated as the property of another person,
with their fundamental human rights denied, including the rights to freedom and dignity. In
this context, a person referred to as a slave has no control over themselves and is forced to
work or serve their master without adequate compensation or recognition of their basic
human rights. Slavery has long been regarded as a violation of human rights and has been
prohibited in many countries around the world. Slavery undermines human dignity, destroys
individual freedom, and violates fundamental principles of human rights. It creates extreme
social inequality and often has negative effects on the physical, mental, and emotional well-
being of its victims. This is supported by the following quotation:
“Air muka mereka menggambarkan aneka perasaan: kemarahan, ketakutan, dan
keputusasaan.” (Rasina, hal. 130)
Slavery can also perpetuate cycles of poverty and social injustice and contribute to tensions
between groups and social conflicts within society.
“Menurut Rasina, itu budak-budak resmi De Vries, bukan selundupan. Mereka tidak
diperdagangkan untuk waktu yang lama. Mereka dikawinkan dengan sesame mereka
dan diminta beranak banyak agar De Vries punya Cadangan budak di masa depan.
Bahkan De Vries kerap menjadikan beberapa budak perempuan sebagai pemuas
nafsu.”
The quotation demonstrates how slavery perpetuates cycles of poverty and social injustice
and maintains the institution of slavery by restricting individual freedom and dignity. In the
quotation, Rasina explains that De Vries’s official slaves are treated as property rather than as
human beings with rights and freedom. They are used merely as objects for reproductive
purposes. This practice not only economically exploits the slaves but also disregards their
fundamental rights as human beings. Thus, the statement perpetuates cycles of poverty and
social injustice by reinforcing and maintaining the system of slavery.
“tak berapa lama, muncul rombongan budak dari situ, enam laki-laki dan empat Perempuan.
Kaki dan tangan mereka dirantai. Semuanya telanjang bulat.” (hlm. 560)
Iksaka Banu explicitly depicts the cruelty and dehumanization that occurred during the
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colonial era. This scene demonstrates how slaves were treated as being worth no more than
animals, presenting a cruel yet realistic portrayal of the brutality experienced by many people
during that period.

4.2 Colonialism

The following are several representations of colonialism in Iksaka Banu’s novel Rasina.
The Massacre of the Banda Population (1621) by the VOC (Vereenigde Oostindische
Compagnie). This event represents the brutality of Dutch colonialism in its efforts to control
the spice resources of the Banda Islands. The massacre demonstrates how colonial power was
exercised through violence and domination to secure economic interests. The historical
background of the novel confirms that the ancestors of Rasina were among the victims of the
1621 massacre of the Banda population by Jan Pieterszoon Coen and the VOC.

“Dari deretan rumah itumuncullah puluhan lelaki membawa bedil, tombak, dan parang.
Mereka berlari menyongsong kami sambil berteriak. Ekspresi mereka sulit untuk
di gambarkan.” (hlm. 355)

The quotation illustrates the violent encounter between the colonial forces and the local
population. The presence of firearms, spears, and machetes, followed by the aggressive
movement of the men, creates an atmosphere of fear and violence. This representation reflects
the exercise of colonial power through coercion and physical force. Previous research on
Rasina also identifies European domination and colonial violence as important aspects of the
novel’s representation of colonial relations.

The Slave Market. Another significant scene occurs when Rasina is sold at a slave market.
The slave market represents the widespread practice of slavery during the colonial period, in
which human beings were treated as commodities that could be bought and sold. The novel
depicts Rasina as a slave whose body and identity are subjected to the economic logic of the
colonial system. This representation is consistent with recent studies showing that Rasina
portrays slaves as commodities within colonial administrative and economic networks.

“Kurasa peletakan nomor urut itu bukan tanpa alas an. Rasina paling jelita di antara
budak Perempuan lain. Tentu harga pembuka untuknya akan dipasang tinggi.” (hlm.
567)

The quotation demonstrates the commodification of human beings through the slave
market. Rasina’s physical appearance is considered a determining factor in establishing her
economic value. The use of a numbered system and the reference to an opening price indicate
that slaves were treated as objects of trade rather than as human beings with rights and
dignity. This scene therefore reveals the connection between colonialism and economic
exploitation.

Violence and Economic Exploitation by VOC Officials. VOC officials are also represented
as exercising cruel and inhumane treatment toward the Indonesian population. They used
violence, intimidation, and political authority to maintain obedience and maximize economic
benefits from the colonized territories. The economic exploitation experienced by indigenous
communities was reflected in colonial policies that prioritized the extraction of local resources
for the benefit of the colonizers rather than the welfare of the local population. Research on
Rasina similarly identifies European domination as operating through political, social, and
economic structures, including a colonial system in which legal and governmental institutions
favored colonial interests.

Thus, the representation of colonialism in Rasina is manifested through physical violence,
mass killing, the commodification of human beings, political domination, and economic
exploitation. These representations demonstrate that colonialism operated not merely as
territorial occupation but as a broader system of power that controlled bodies, resources,
social relations, and institutions. The novel consequently presents colonialism as a system that
produced oppression and inequality while prioritizing colonial economic and political
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interests.

4. Conclusion

Iksaka Banu’s novel Rasina clearly represents slavery and colonialism through various
scenes and narratives that depict the cruelty, injustice, and dehumanization experienced by
Indonesian society during the Dutch colonial period. Through the characters and events
portrayed in the novel, readers are invited to understand the profound and widespread
impacts of slavery and colonialism, which violated human rights and reinforced social and
economic inequalities.

Slavery in the novel is portrayed through explicit scenes depicting how slaves were
treated merely as property that could be bought and sold, married for reproductive purposes,
and used to satisfy the desires of their masters. Quotations such as “Air muka mereka
menggambarkan aneka perasaan: kemarahan, ketakutan, dan keputusasaan” and “tak berapa lama,
muncul rombongan budak dari situ, enam laki-laki dan empat perempuan. Kaki dan tangan mereka
dirantai. Semuanya telanjang bulat” demonstrate how slavery undermined human dignity and
perpetuated cycles of poverty and social injustice.

Colonialism is represented in the novel through several significant aspects, including the
mass massacre of the Banda population by the VOC in 1621, which demonstrates the extreme
cruelty and violence committed to control valuable resources. The slave market and the
treatment of Indonesian people by VOC officials depicted in the novel reveal the inhumane
ways in which the colonizers treated the local population. The VOC’s economic policies,
which exploited natural resources without considering the welfare of the indigenous
population, further demonstrate the oppression and exploitation experienced by Indonesian
society during the colonial period.

In conclusion, Rasina not only depicts the dark history of slavery and colonialism but also
highlights the psychological, social, and economic impacts of these systems on individuals
and society as a whole. Through this narrative, Iksaka Banu addresses important issues of
humanity and social justice while providing a deeper understanding of the complexity and
brutality of colonialism in Indonesia. The novel can serve as a valuable reference for literary
and historical studies, as well as an educational resource for understanding and appreciating
the importance of human rights and social justice.
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