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This study discussed the directive illocutionary act in Venom: Let 

There Be Carnage. It evaluates how all characters in the movie 

convey directive illocutionary acts. This study aims to find out the 

types of directive illocutionary acts. The data were collected using 

the observation method. The data is collected by watching the movie 

repeatedly while checking the conversation in the transcript and 

determining the utterance that contained a directive illocutionary act. 

Then, classify the utterance of the directive illocutionary act into 

three: command, request, and suggestions based on the theory by 

Kreidler (1998). In analyzing the data, the writer used the qualitative 

method. As a result, the writer found all types of directive 

illocutionary acts according to the theory from Kreidler (1998). 

There were 82 data found, and the most type of directive 

illocutionary act occurred was command with 51 data, request 23 

data and suggestion 8 data. 
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1. Introduction  

Language is a significant necessity in human life, especially in communicating with 

one another. Language has many functions, e.g., to convey information and ideas and 

express feelings and opinions to others. The smallest unit in spoken language is an 

utterance. According to Yule (1996), in attempting to express themselves, people not only 

produce utterances that contain grammatical structure and words, but they also perform 

actions through those utterances; the actions performed through the utterance is known 

as speech act. 

There are three items in speech acts: locutionary act, which refers to the literal 

statement. Illocutionary act refers to the purpose or intended meaning, and perlocutionary 

act is the effect of the utterance produced (see Ahmed et al., 2022; Asher & Lascarides, 

2001; Holmes, 1984; John et al., 2019; Kim & Kwon, 2020; Marsili & Green, 2021; Pérez 
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Hernández, 2013; Sbisà, 1984; 2001; Thaler, 2012). People usually have their intention 

when they produce an utterance, and the hearer must recognize it to find its purpose or 

meaning. Therefore, it is important to learn illocutionary acts to understand the goals or 

meaning of the conversation in daily life. In this sense, there are five illocutionary acts 

based on Searle’s theory (1979): assertive, directive, commissive, expressive and 

declaration (see also Proost, 2006). A directive illocutionary act is one type of 

illocutionary act that is mostly used in a conversation among people in daily life to make 

the hearer do something. 

A directive illocutionary act is used to tell the listener to do something based on the 

purpose or intention of the speaker (Jucker & Taavitsainen, 2008; Kroeger, 2018; Leech, 

2014; Searle, 2011). In addition, Kreidler (1998) said that directive utterance aims to get 

the recipient to perform some act or refrain from a performing act. There are three types 

of directive illocutionary acts based on Kreidler’s theory (1998): command, request and 

suggest. A command can be defined as an activity taken by the hearer through an 

instruction given by the speaker; a command is usually in the form of simple present 

tense, firm, and ends with an exclamation mark. It can also be a prohibition. 

Meanwhile, a request can also be a command, but the language is more polite and 

does not use an exclamation mark. A request is aimed at telling the recipient concerning 

to what to do or refrain from doing. A suggestion is used to express an opinion about what 

to do and should not do by the speaker.  

The three types of directive illocutionary acts are often heard and used in daily 

conversation, even in song lyrics and movies. Therefore, this current study used a movie 

as the data source. This movie is related to our daily conversations in real life. In this 

movie, as the source data found, many directives illocutionary acts performed by 

characters. The genre of this movie is action movie and tells about an investigation of a 

serial killer. As mentioned previously, the directives illocutionary act aims to understand 

the goals or meaning of the conversation in daily life. 

 

2. Literature Review 

There were many research on speech acts done previously (see Alghazo et al., 2021; 

Ardi et al., 2020; Cao, 2009; House et al., 2021; John et al., 2019; Kim & Kwon, 2020; 

Licea-Haquet et al., 2019; Masroor & Ahmad, 2017; Ruytenbeek et al., 2017; Sugiantini 

et al., 2021; Tesaindra & Mualimin, 2017; Tsoumou, 2020). However, the studies above 

have yet to analyze speech acts in script form. In the following, there were studies related 

to the current. Firstly, Dewi et al. (2022) used the theory of Searle (1979), which focused 

on analyzing the types of the illocutionary act and the meaning of the illocutionary act 

found in the movie. Secondly, Pertiwi (2019) used the theory from Yule and Searle, which 

focused on analyzing the directive illocutionary act. Oktaviani et al. (2021) examined six 

types of directives illocutionary acts found in the movie. Meanwhile, this latest study used 

the theory from Kreidler (1998) and focused on analyzing three types of directive 

illocutionary acts; those are command, request and suggestion. 

 

3. Method 

The data of this study was taken from a movie’s script entitled Venom: Let There Be 

Carnage. It was taken from all utterances produced by the characters which contained 

directive illocutionary acts. The transcript was downloaded in scrapsfromtheloft (2021). 

In collecting the data, researchers applied content analysis, firstly, watching the movie 

repeatedly while checking the conversation in the transcript and collecting the utterance 



Austronesian: Journal of Language Science & Literature 

1(3) (2022): 148-155 

  Page | 150 

that contained the directive illocutionary act. After collecting the data, then classified the 

utterance of the directive illocutionary act based on the classification, namely command, 

request and suggest (see Krisppendorff, 2004; Titscher et al., 2000). The data were 

analyzed using qualitative methods, especially to find out the types of directive 

illocutionary acts found in the movie in deeper explanation based on the theory proposed 

by Kreidler (1998). The data was then presented using a combination of formal and 

informal methods. 

 

4. Results and Discussion  

4.1 Types of Directive Illocutionary act found in Venom Movie’s Script  

This part showed the finding of the directive illocutionary act, divided into three 

types of directive acts. The frequency of the occurrence of directive illocutionary acts 

in Venom: Let There Be Carnage movie was shown in the table below.  

 
Table 1. Types of Directive Illocutionary act 

No Types of Directive Frequency Percentage 

1 Command 51 62% 

2 Request 23 28% 

3 Suggestion 8 10% 

 Total 82 100% 

Based on Table 1 found, there were 82 data of directive illocutionary acts that 

occurred performed by all the characters in Venom: Let There Be Carnage movie. The 

most dominant type found in the movie was “command,” with 51 data appearing; the 

second was “request”, with 23 data and followed by “suggestion”, with 8 data occurring. 

Furthermore, in the following explanation, researchers described the types of directive 

illocutionary acts found in the movie based on the classification. 

a. Command  

The most common type of directive illocutionary act found in the movie was 

“command,” which occurred 51 times. According to Kreidler (1998), a command is an 

action that aims to instruct others. The following are an example of a command that has 

been analyzed. 

Data 1 

Venom : No! Take your tiny hands off of me! We should be out there protecting the 

city lethally! 

Brock : What was that? 

Venom : Unhand me 

 (05:55-06:11) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

 

Data 1 is classified as a directive illocutionary act in the form of a command. It can be 

seen from the utterance uttered by Venom contained a command for Eddie Brock to let 

Venom go and not hold him. Venom gives orders to Eddie Brock to release him because 

Eddie Brock held him as Venom almost shows his form and almost eats detective mulligan, 
who was there with them. 
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The dialogue above is between Eddie Brock and Venom, and it happened in San 

Francisco Police Office when Detective Mulligan asked Eddie Brock to meet Cletus 

Kasady, who is a serial killer. Eddie refused the offer, but detective mulligan said it was 

bad. Venom who heard this wanted to eat Detective Mulligan, but Eddie Brock held him 

back, and Venom told Eddie to take his hand off him. 

 

Data 2  

Mulligan : Monsters, Eddie! Everywhere Cletus go, so goes this supposed monster. 

Brock : Oh, God. 

Mulligan : Talk to me, Eddie. Talk to me! How’s he doing it, Eddie? What’s the secret? 

How’s he making people see things? 

(56:46-57:02) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

 

The utterance uttered by Detective Mulligan is classified as a command in the directive 

illocutionary act. Detective Mulligan gives his command to Eddie Brock to tell him what 

happened with Cletus Kasady because Eddie Brock was the last person who spoke with 

Cletus Kasady before he was sentenced to death. Detective Mulligan thought that Eddie 

Brock knew everything and wanted to know how Cletus Kasady escaped from prison and 

the monster who always be with him wherever he went. 

The dialogue happened in San Francisco Police Department when Detective Mulligan 

called Eddie Brock to come and ask about Cletus Kasady after seeing the chaos. Detective 

Mulligan wanted Eddie Brock to tell the truth about what was happening when he spoke 

with Cletus Kasady for the last time. 

 

b. Request 

The second type of directive act, which is the most frequent, is “request” with 23 data. 

Based on Kreidler (1998), the request is used to tell the hearer about what to do or refrain 

from doing.  

Data 3 

Anne  : Hey, Venom. Take care of him all right? Don’t let him keep messing 

everything up. 

Venom : I’m going to make you cry now, Eddie. She will love it. Cry. Cry. 

Brock : It’s a lot of process. Congratulations, Anne. It’s a great news. 

(21:22-21:45) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

 

The utterance in the data above is classified as a directive illocutionary act in the form 

of a “request”. It could be indicated from how Anne stated her utterance purpose is to ask 

Venom to take care of Eddie Brock. The data belong to request because the language used 

by Anne to ask Venom to take care of Eddie was softer, more polite and didn’t use an 

exclamation mark or lack of firmness. The utterance uttered by Anne is aimed so that Eddie 

Brock doesn’t make the same mistake as before that caused him to lose his job. Anne 

discovered that there was still Venom in Eddie Brock’s body when she spoke to him. 

Although Eddie Brock didn’t tell the truth, Anne still spoke to Venom and asked him to 

protect Eddie Brock. 
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The conversation above concerns Anne or Eddie Brock’s ex-fiancé, Eddie Brock and 

Venom. It happens in L’Araignee restaurant when Anne shows the ring on her finger and 

says that she will marry the doctor, but Eddie Brock and Venom are unhappy about it. Anne 

discovered that there was still Venom in Eddie Brock’s body because Eddie Brock looked 

like he was talking to someone. Anne asked Venom to take care of Eddie Brock because 

Anne couldn’t be with him anymore after they had broken up.  

 

Data 4 

Dan : Can you turn the volume up, please? 

(Dan asks Mrs. Chen) 

Presenter : Kasady and Barrison should be treated as armed and extremely dangerous. An 

all-out manhunt continuous tonight.  

Mrs. Chen : So? 

Anne : Cletus has a symbiote 

(59:37-59:50) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

 

Eddie Brock’s utterance was categorized as a request in the types of illocutionary acts. 

It can be indicated by the polite way the speaker tells the listener to do something. The word 

“please” expresses a polite request and does not appear to be forcing or pressuring someone. 

Doctor Dan asked Mrs. Chen to turn up the volume of the television, and it was recognized 

as a request. 

The conversation above happened in Mrs. Chen’s shop when Anne and Doctor Dan 

came looking for Venom. After arriving at Mrs. Chen’s shop, they see the news about 

Cletus Kasady and Frances Barrison, a very dangerous person. They will be looking for 

Eddie Brock to take revenge. Therefore, Eddie Brock really needs Venom to help fight 

them. Doctor Dan asked Mrs. Chen to increase the volume to hear the news clearly. 

 

c. Suggest  

The third type of directive illocutionary is “suggest”. Kreidler (1998) defined that 

suggest as when the speaker delivers or gives their opinion to the hearer about what they 

should and should not do.  

Data 5 

Barrison : Baby, that’s too much. You got to stop him. 

Cletus : What are you doing? 

Carnage : I’ll shut her for good. 

(75:31-75:41) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

 

The dialogue above indicated that the utterance said by Frances Barrison belongs to 

suggestion in the type of directive illocutionary act. It can be seen from the way the speaker 

delivers her opinion to the hearer. Frances Barrison felt that Carnage had gone too far when 

he wanted to kill Anne, an innocent person. Frances Barrison suggested Cletus Kasady stop 

Carnage who wished to kill Anne because Anne was only used to get Eddie Brock to come 

to the place and not be killed. 
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The conversation above occurred in Grace Cathedral when Eddie Brock and Venom 

tried to take Anne who Cletus Kasady and Carnage kidnapped. They were fighting, and 

Carnage wanted Eddie Brock to see the person that he loved die. Frances Barrison felt that 

Carnage was gone too far and suggested that Cletus Kasady have to stop Carnage. 

  

Data 6 

Anne : Whatever you did, Eddie, you just need to tell the cops the truth.  

Brock : No. No. No, I can’t tell them that they are chasing a serial killer who’s also got 

an alien inside of him. And he’s capable of killing everybody.  

 (58:12-58-24) 

(Scrapsfromtheloft, 2021) 

The utterance uttered by Eddie Brock in the conversation above is classified as 

“suggest” in the directive illocutionary act because the speaker conveyed his opinion to the 

hearer. It can be seen from the dialogue that Anne, the speaker, gives her opinion to Eddie 

Brock to give the cops the true explanation about what happened. When Eddie Brock was 

at the police station to be questioned about the serial killer Cletus Kasady, Anne gave her 

opinion that Eddie Brock should tell what actually happened so that the problem could be 

quickly resolved. 

The conversation above happened in San Francisco Police Office when detective 

mulligan asked Eddie brock for information about Cletus Kasady and the monster that was 

with him. Eddie Brock couldn't answer all of these questions and tell the truth about what 

was happened. Therefore, he calls Anne to help him because Anne is a person who knows 

and understands symbiotes, and she can help Eddie Brock to deal with the chaos that 

occurred. Anne comes and advises Eddie Brock to tell the cops the truth. 

 

5. Conclusion 

Three types of directive illocutionary acts were analyzed in this study: command, 

request and suggest. The three types of directive illocutionary acts were used in the 

conversation among the characters in the movie. The amount of data categorized as the 

command was 51, requests were 23, and suggestions were 8. Command directive 

illocutionary acts occurred dominantly because this movie was an action movie about an 

investigation of a serial murder case. In Venom: Let There Be Carnage, there were many 

police and a detective involved as the character who performs many directive 

illocutionary acts. Furthermore, the main characters also performed many directive 

illocutionary acts to tell their intention to the hearer.  
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